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FROM: Mike Dixon. Acting Executive Director
Frin tv Ri er Restoration Program

SUBJECT: Direckr’s Report

HATE: December 5,2016

Major FRRP activities between September27 and December 5, 2016 focused on program elThrts to Further
permitting actions, propose changes to winter base l1oi, nil vacancies, and prepare a FY18 sork plan.
Details on some of these activities follow.

Organizational Updates

Executhu 1)/rector: Interviews for the ED vacanc \% crc held in October. Caryn 1iuntt DeCarlo as selected.

I hiving sen ed lbr months as acting E[), she is elI kncn n to this program, She will he reporting aboard fbrmally

on 08 JAN 201 7. Caryn is currently managing a 5525 million restoration Program in the I mckee Riser. Walker

Ri er. and Summit Lake Basins in CA and NV. She has been working with river restoration proecls Ion I 3

years. Projects she iianages include ri er channe reha hi I tat mu projects. water rights ac qn i sil ions for i nslream

and term i na I lake Ii shenies. land acq tIisil ions for tribal reser ai ion,. r ic er flo . ater storagc. and ater a I local ion

niauiagenlcnt. Ii sheries and \% atershcd conservation research. lish and ‘ i di itb habitat i nipro ements. and tribal

tish Iiaicher Etc ii it upgrades. . ar\ 1 coord nate’, I hc Prouram c,rk with Nati e :u1icrican I ri bes. I’edcra I. slate.

and local agencies, tin ersities. and national local ic ‘n prc ‘fits.

Can ii has a so v. orked as a Natural Resource Specialist for Reclamation and the Forest Ser ice leading

intcrdiscipl nan teams in resource planning and N I’. P. \ for h’rcst. w I Idernes>. grazing, and rccrcat it’ll

management. fish and s i dli lè habitat impro emen ts. and other federal land acEi ities. (. an ii has sen ed on

Regit’na I and \\ ashingion D( - details as spotted ins I cc ‘ord iiiatt’r and in legislatis e atTh irs. In 2 I I 6 she sen ed as

Acting [.\ccutise l)ircctor ot RRP kir 4.5 nontlis

(ann ha5 a XIS. and B.S in Natural Resource \Ianageinent Frt’ni the nisersit\ of Nesada. Rein’. She is

honored to bc part olthe trinity Riser Restoration Program norkitig ssith the lRRP staFF I’arncrs. and

stakelioldeu-s to restore and maintain the Jrinit Ri en anadromous fishery resources.
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( r;mpliunce

[EMA compliance: New Trinity River Hood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) became eflbciie on 20 July
2016. Ihese new maps were based on new h droIog and terrain models that the TRRP was instrumental in

pros iding. DWR conducted HEC—RAS modeling to estimate flood hazard zones (I % and 0.2° recurrence

zones) along the ri cr. [he nev I IRMs map defines the floodwa and FEMA guidelines require that a

Conditional I etter of Niap Revision (Cl CM R ) application he submitted [or an construction that proposes

changes iii the base flood elevation I 00 Near hood zone oh 0.0 feet.

Applications [or a ClOMR are generallx done with IINAI” designs (not prior to NE PA) and require

approximately 6 months to receive the final Cl OM R letter. FEMA assisted the [RRP with our process at

lluektai I and we are looking at options to streamline wherever possible. A Sheridan—I )eep Gulch application

will be submitted to FEMA prior to the holiday. Blair Greimanik Reclamation’s PU to eertil\ TRRP projects

11r the [IMA process. will he working with [)WR staff (Julia Delphi and Todd Ifillaire). 1 rinit’ Count’

([.eslie Hubbard). and TRRP partners in this [[MA eflbrt. In addition. 1OMRs are required lhr 1.JC. UDC.

I imekiln Gulch, arid Ilucktail.
Buektttil Cl,OMR/LOMR: ftc final Cl,OMR for l3uektail was in receised from [[MA on 17 SEP

2016. Following completion of sures and receipt of as—built drawings, modeling s ill he repeated to

confirm flood elevations calculated from the design topography. Once this is done, 1 rinity County

will apply for the LOMR, likely next spring.

• Ptsp (julch and idan Dest nNI PA/CL Q_\ 90% design drawings haxc been coiiipk.kd for the

combined Deep Gulch/Sheridan project. These will be the basis for a CLOMR application in December, with

the expectation ofa CLOMR being received within 6 months of the complete application (June 2017).TRRP

partners are working with FFMA to facilitate the process. Chapters I and 2 of the EA were reviewed by the

I3LM in October: the remainder of the admin draft is expected this month. Admin DRAFT review by TRRP

partners will take place during December and January. We anticipate releasing a draft for public comment in

Fehruan.

• Dutch CtkDestgn/NLPA/JQ I lood modeling hx DWR identified II MA compliancu concerns

(increases in 100 year flood elevations in proximity to right—bank structures) related to the proposed left—bank

side channel and spoiling at the lower Dutch Creek site. A design team meeting was held on that topic on 19

OCI and further discussion was had at their 30 NOV-01 DEC meeting. The Design 1 cain determined that.

gien the need to change I.ower Dutch Creek designs. that entire Dutch Creek site should be considered as

stihstantial habitat gains are probable there and access might be limited b construction of the Lower Dutch

Creek Project. I urther decisions regarding mdi’. idual design features need to he made. but at this stage the

intent is to conduct NEPA on a full Dutch Creek design under USFS. BlAt and pri’.ate management.

• \ pWcr 13 1st I ly_ ariabil IL’. NI P \ I ollow i ng I low \ 0 discusston of alternate. w mid h’. drograph’.

leading up to and at the last [MC meeting, •l RRP stall’ and I3OR consulted with the 1)01 Office of the

Solicitor. w ho counseled that we would he well served to develop an I/A to analze potential impacts of

changes to the h drograph during that period An ad hoe team of program staff and partners is working to

tie’. eloi a focused FA. An admin draft ‘.‘.ill I ikel he available for comment in spring of 2111 7. with a decision

regarding WY I 8 w inter base flow ‘. ariahilit to follow

• Prour inimatic N \l I S BA An \drn iii Dr ft B to aria!’. /t thi, t fleets of upd rttd I R RI’ Itt I’. itics (channe

rehabilitation. sediment management. and watershed restoration activities) on SONCC coho salmon and

essential fish habitat has been reviewed h BUM. I, SF5, and NMFS staff TRRP acti ities are likely to
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Publications and Reports:

• Stream Salmon d Si mi alor (SSSj Workshop EtcztginsiThrisr,Qcwhcr ZQiø
• Borok S 2016 \t’n i’ per’ ia Rtvcr batn ‘aim ri and stecihead nomtormgprO4ct 201 anc

I sm s•cs nc L lii to cC Repoi tto the I rmits River Restoration Program under I S

Bureau of Reclamation agreement RI 3AC20027. California Department of Fish and Wildlife Redding.

Calitbrnia.

• Bradles D \ 2016 i n Rn _1O \l ft I lxdraultc Model ‘ksjopmcnt and \nak os Report to the

Trinity River Restoration Program çIRRP). fechnical Service Center report no SRI 1-20 16-27. (iS.

Bureau of Reclamation. I )en er. Colorado.

• I Joopa Vales Ii iha I I i shei te s I )ep irtnle ni and NIL 13 un \ssoeiates 2016 \\ ater . c 0 L e K

i, Pt jw’ r fl o biot ‘o — Report to the I nnit Riser Restoration Progr9m { I RRP)

iloopa ValIe Tribal Fisheries Department. I loopa. California.

• Kier. \.C and J. Hileman. 2016. \nrual report. 1 r;njp Rrser basin sanion and sieciheud moilttt’rtno

I.L l1IIIi C inJt,h NI idla rIjfls.ctIiauT. ‘—ci tie

netlic’ds. ti 1 0 casoii. Report to the I rin it River Restoration Program under I. .5. Bureau of

Reclamation agreement R 13AC20027. Calitbrnia Department of Fish and Wildlife. Redding. California.

• MeBuin A,soei’iies 2Gb ii Rireitsc hj F 1fliti ti)1 it tilL \

.r 01 t ii LI I Prepured for the 1-loopa \ alks Tnh-d I iheries MeBain \ssoeiates

Areata. California.

• Stephens I I S \l Roekuell md I I \rmslrong 2016

Report to the lrinit Riser Restoration Program (I RRP,.

KI3O—20 16—0014. K lainath Bird ( )bservators-. Ashland. Oregon.

• Ste phens I I S \l R te kss cli hid I I ‘a mtrone 21)16

Report to the Trinity Riser Restoration Program I I RRP). Kiatimath Bird

(ibsen ators .:sh land. . )regoli.

• TRRP. 2016. Rc,tor:t[tot: I Lu Reiease on the r,nn tcner &uer’-ytar..r0t. Workgroup Report

WR— FRRP-2016—I Irinit River Restoration Program. Weaverville. California.

• IRRP 2016 1 I’ c V In -c IRRP \\easersille (alilornia

ihita Paekates:

• (iMA Ilsdrolous . 2016 IA :;r 40fl errOiihotLer;r1s. oleAJEed -\eeust 201 fLier Uc: I rent’ Keen

c cs t. IA Data Package for the I rin its Riser Re stor mon Progr mm I R RI’) under S

Bureau of Reclamation contract RI 4PCOO 122. (MA IIvdrologv, Inc. Areata. California.

• GM \ Hsdrologs 201 b I II N r c I )t ‘nAa4.. A5_f301ft hil ppcr 1) am Dat i Pack uge

for the Irinit Riser Restoration Program (IRRP) under US Bureau of Reclamation contract

RI4PCOOI22. (INIA H\drologs, Inc. Arcata. Calithrnia.
• GM \ Flsdroloas and I RRP (I rinits Riser Restoration Program) 2016 IL ncr I r noN .r 2 -ì

Icrrsisi Data Package From GMA I lydrology with minor additions from TRRP. TRRP. Weavers lie.

California.
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Technical Workgroup Summary

December 2016

Updates have been prepared by the Trinity River Restoration Program technical workgroup coordinators for

the Trinity Management Council and the Trinity Adoptive Management Working Group.

Workgroup: Flow Coordinator: Andreas Krause

• Variable winter flow proposal: Reclamation indicated an Environmental Assessment will be required.
This requirement means variable winter flows will not be possible in WY17. The flow workgroup will
continue developing the variable winter flow proposal for implementation in WY1B and work with
Reclamation to provide the information needed to develop the Environmental Assessment.

• WY17 flow scheduling: Starting in January, the flow workgroup will be developing flow release
recommendations for WY17 (spring and summer time period). Workgroup recommendations for WY17
flow releases will be presented to the TAMWG and TMC at their March meetings.

• FY18 workplan development: the Flow Workgroup has not previously participated in the TRRP work plan
development process but will start doing so this year. Broad scale priorities include 1) development of
synthesis reports evaluating the effects of past flow releases; and 2) monitoring and assessment plans
associated with winter variable flow proposals.

Workgroup: Physical Coordinator: Wes Smith

• The physical workgroup met for the first time since spring to discuss the FY18 science workplan and

other topics on 0506 DEC. Updates had not been received at the time of this report.

Workgroup: Wildlife/Riparian Coordinator: James Lee

• The wildlife/riparian workgroup met twice during this quarter to discuss proposals and rankings for the

FY18 science work plan.

Workgroup: IDT Coordinator: Mike Dixon/jennifer Norris

• IDT met on 29 November. We received updates from the workgroup coordinators, which included

discussion on winter base flow variability. There was then a presentation and discussion of the FY18

science work plan process, which is intended to capture all monitoring and research efforts throughout

the program, including implementation. The meeting concluded with tasking for lOT members to review

the 2014 work group manual in order to make recommendations on clarifications and updates during

the January meeting.

Workgroup: Design Coordinator: Mike Dixon

• The design team held a short meeting on 19 OCT to discuss design issues related to FEMA compliance at

the lower Dutch Creek channel rehab site. After lengthy discussion about a number of expensive

alternatives (extensive channel widening, raising homes) to facilitate the side channel construction,

conversation shifted to other aspects of the original “upper” Dutch Creek project area. The group
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• The FWG considered implementation of video technology to make annual census counts of Fall Chinook

at the Wllow Creek weir (WCW), and the group agreed this change to operations at WCW should be
prioritized for FY18 in its November 30th meeting.
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